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BELGIUM.'!;  All  indications  are  that  the  provisioning  of  Belgium  is 
approaching  its  critical  point  and  that  assistance  from  Germany  in  getting 
supplies  will  he  rendered  only  if  Belgium  cooperates  with  the  occupation 
authorities  in  the  establishment  of  the  planned  "new  order."  The  Military 
Administration  in  Belgium  conferred  v/ith  Belgian  business  leaders  and  urged 
them  to  cooperate  with  the  occupying  authorities  in  the  program  for  restoring 
Belgian  economic  life  and  foreign  trade,  and  particularly  for  insuring  the 
food  supply  of  the  population.  It  was  announced  that  a,  commission  would 
shortly  be  sent  to  Berlin  with  a viev:  to  discussing  the  Belgian  food  situation 
and  that  the  Reich  Ministrj^  had  agreed  to  use  its  good  offices  to  arrange  for 
the  reception  in  Miscow  of  a Belgian  delegation  to  negotiate  for  foodstuffs. 
The  Military  Administration  emphasized,  however,  thaJ  help  from  Germany  to 
bridge  the  gap  until  the  next  crop  is  iiarvested  need  not  be  e^q^ected  unless 
energetic  measures  are  taken  by  Belgian  officials  to  eliminate  hoarding  by 
consumers,  profiteering  by  illegal  food  traders,  the  failure  of  fanmers  to 
turn  in  their  crops,  and  the  mockery  bj?’  the  consuming  public  of  the 
rationing  schedule. 

BEM'/LARK : ITum.erous  factories  must  close  shortly  because  of  the 
depletion  of  stocks  of  rav\f  materials.  Effective  January  1,  soap  was  rigidly 
rationed.  Hf.tioning  of  clothing  is  expected  in  the  nea,r  future.  Consider- 
able difficulties  are  anticipated  in  the  nean  future  unless  the  very  low 
fuel  supplies  ane  replenished.  There  is  as  yet  no  evidence  of  a shortage 
in  vital  foodstuffs,  though  prices  have  incroaned  in  all  linos.  During  1940 
the  number  of  milk  cows  was  reduced  by  8 percent  and  the  number  of  young 
cattle  by  15  to  20  percent.  Poultry  numbers  nerc  reduced  by  66  percent  and 
hog  numbers  by  40  percent. 
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AGRICULTUEE  ARE  RATIOm  EEFERSE 

RED  GROSS  SHIPS  FARM  PROEUCTS  FOR  SUROPEjR  RELIEF.  Red  Cross  shipments  of 
Americmi  farm  products  for  relief  ahroad  will  reach  suhstantial  totals  this 
month.  A ship  destined  for  Greece  will  carry  20,000  "barrels  of  wheat  flour, 

385  tons  of  dried  fruit,  450  tons  of  rolled  oats,  332  tons  of  cracked  I'ice, 

350  tons  of  loowdered  ajid  eva,porated  milk,  100,000  cotton  olankets,  32  tons  of 
dehydrsuted  soup,  and  supplies  of  fruit  Juice  and  syr^ip.  Another  ship  will 
C8,rry  51,430  b.aa’rels  of  flo^ur  and  500  tons  of  powdered  and  canned  milk  for 
Spain,  and  750  tons  of  powdered  and  canned  milk  for  unoccupied  France. 

EEPARTj/iERT  SlU’ERTS  HELP  BUT  MOPE]  PARE  FOR  iJE/":.  Members  of  the  Land  Acquisition 
Division  of  the  Soil  Con3erva„tion  Service  are  helping  the  Army  ac  quire  land  as 
follows;  at  Fort  McClellan,  Alabama,  26,500  acres  for  maneuvering  grounds;  at 
Pine  Plains,  N.  Y.  , 18  tracts  inside  the  present  "bomindaries  of  the  Pine  Plains 
Military  Reservation;  at  Sp  art  ardour  g,  S.  C. , 2,000  acres  for  a new  camp  for 
infantry  repla.cement s ; in  Gi"bson  and  Carroll  Counties,  Tenn.  , 21,000  acres  for 
a new  ordnance  loading  pl.ant;  in  Talladega  Cenuty,  Ala,.,  23,200  acres  for  two 
new  munitions  plants;  at  Clarks'burg,  Ind. , 34,000  a-cres  adja-cent  to  a powder 
plant  for  storing  amnrunition. 

FOREST  SERVICE  El  SCO '/FRY  TO  SPEED  FLMNES  PRODUCT lOR.  A new  drying  process 
developed  "by  the  Forest  Products  La'Dora.tory  at  Ma,dison,  Wisconsin,  will  cut 
by  one-half  the  tim  required  to  season  and  dry  Sitica  spruce,  the  wood  used 
in  the  manufanture  of  treuining  planes  and,  a,t  the  same  time,  will  insure  a 
much  longer  percentage  of  usable  lumber  by  eliminating  most  of  the  surface 
"checking"  formerly  resulting  from  kiln  drying. 

The  new  method,  involving  a preliminary'  soaicing  in  a.  chemic.al  bat'n, 
will  reduce  to  15  days  the  process  tha,t  has  hitherto  required  35  days  to  turn 
green  v;ood  into  seasoned  lunber,  ready  to  be  used  in  a plane.  E'lring  the  first 
world  war  the  Forest  Products  Laboratory  worked  out  the  kiln  drying  process 
which  cut  to  35  da.ys  the  previous  seasoning  time  of  a.  yean. 

FOREST  SERVICE  IRSPECTORS  LOMEE  TO  PLLITE  FACTORY.  Thomas  Wilson  and  Alan  Freas 
of  the  Forest  Products  L.aboratory  ha'/e  been  detailed  to  the  Stinson  Airplane 
fantory  at  Wayne,  Michigrn  to  supervise  the  inspection  of  lumber  to  be. used  in 
planes  and  train  a staff  of  the  Stinson  fantory 's  regular  insioectors. 

EEPARTMERT  UITRATE  SPECITEIST  JOII-TS  ESFEUSE  COIvLMISSIOR.  Dr.  Philip  H.  Groggins, 
of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Chemistry  and  Engineering,  han  been  loaned  to  the 
Agricultural  Division  of  the  Defense  Commission  to  have  change  of  a new  agri- 
cultural chemicals  division.  The  division  will  be  concerned  with  the  production 
of  all  chemicals  vmich  can  be  used  for  agriculture,  as  well  as  the  use  of 
agricultural  products  in  industry. 


•t*  ; 


■.V* 

• f,  i 


<i  ■<  ■ ‘ ■ ''y-  ' ■ 


,■  •;  - ■ ■;  Vi;  A • 'b. . 

■ 'y  . f.;  ''  ' 


yy:m 

^..,1  . •^' 


Vv. 


)■  I ■-  ;.  . 


'm 


''S.'-' 


",  t 


■:^,;-^v  ■ '•'  '' 

.'J/K  ,(:;*  ''it/^  ■‘'S'  ,. 


lA''  • 


, , V. 


r " ^yf 
• * • y i. 

•#■■'1  *■ ' 


** . . ■"  %■  1 -V*  . 


l^  ; 4l^iS(, '»  *Jtll§t-:.- 


'‘I 


. , .’M' 


;i  V ■ f*fr 


^ ‘(A>.  ■ . ,vJJi 


■'"S' 


.'  .'.S;v:  . .i  ■■ 


yy^  'J'y  • '/.. 


«::■  r.--. , .'■v.-.^x^  •va^v'^i. . . ■ ■ ■ : 


> , * f*-’  I 


i^vc'V . 


■>  '..  i!  '.  ■ 


; ••  , "V.’  ‘Vi; 


'.  » ‘ ..  .’IIS  -3 


K.  : 


2 


SUIviivIAEY  OE  EORSIG-U  DS1’±IL'C?MliY!'TS:  G-SEivL-u-IY ; The  new  trade  agreeinent  with 
Russia,  signed  January  10,  1941,  extends  the  pact  of  Rehruary  11,  1940  and 
broadens  its  provision  rel.ative  to  exchange  of  goods.  The  new  agreement  runs 
until  August  1,  1942.  Germany  agrees  to  deliver  increased  amounts  of 
industriaJL  equipment  in  exchange  for  substantially  increased  q^uantities  of 
Russian  industrial  ran  mcaferials  (especially  petroleum  products  and  manganese) 
and  foodstuffs.  The  German  press  points  out  that  the  new  agreement  renders 
"more  illusory  than  ever  the  alms  of  the  British  blocka.de"  and  that  it  provides 
for  the  delivery  to  Germany  of  "the  largest  quantity  of  broa,d  and  feed  grains 
ever  agreed  upon  in  the  history  of  intergovernmental  o,grcement  s.  " Larger 
Russian  deliveries  of  cotton  together  with  grCcally  increased  deliveries  of 
flax  one  also  promised. 

SLOVilvIA:  Indications  are  that  the  Slovak  ImiDort  and  Export  Corporation 
has  arranged  with  the  Soviet  Union  for  the  delivery  of  3,000  tons  of  Russian 
cotton,  payment  for  which  is  to  be  made  in  American  dollars. 

ARGEUTIRA:  Russia.  h,as  made  p’orchanes  of  fine  crossbred  wool  and  there 
ane  raunors  of  additional  purchases. 

UlTITBL  KIITGLOII;  Authorities  and  trade  officials  ane  reported  to  be 
discussing  a plan  for  the  organizalion  of  imports  of  all  growths  of  cotton  on 
the  basis  of  shipping  fanilitios  and  spinners'  needs.  The  trade  anticipates 
monthly  import  quotas  for  vanious  growths  xvith  m.orchants  receiving  individual 
allotments. 
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